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Paedophile victims tell
of prep school ordeal

Three former pupils have gone public to give harrowing accounts of abuse

by teachers, an experience that haunts them like an ‘emotional tsunami’

By Adi Bloom

“I CAN remember what happened,”
says Mark Payge. “I can remember
the feeling. I can remember his
smell; I can remember his genitals.”

Mr Payge is one of three men
whose first-person storics of sexual
abuse at the hands of a teacher arc
told in the Channel 4 documentary,
Chosen, which will be screened on
Tuesday on Mored.

All three attended Caldicott boys
preparatory school in Bucking-
hamshire during the 1950s and
1960s. All three were systematically
abused by different teachers, in-
cluding the headteacher.

Tom Perry was 11 years old when
the headteacher approached him. “I
had a tongue put into my mouth,
and I was given a sexual kiss, the
first sexual kiss I'd ever had, ever
experienced... I can even remem-
ber the taste of it, which was grim.”

In the quict, understated docu-
mentary, photographs of the
three men as prepubescent school-
boys are juxtaposed against their
graphic accounts.

“You know when you acciden-
tally break something that you like,
like a vase?” Mr Payge tells the cam-
era, “The feeling that I had was that
I had to pick myself up, bit by bit,
and make myself whole.”

Peter Wright, the abusive head-
teacher of Caldicott, kept his job
until 1993. Five victims spoke out
against him, and he was charged
with 13 counts of sexual abuse and
three counts of gross indecency. A
court case was eventually stayed be-
cause of a legal technicality.

Martin  Cartson, the science
teacher who abused Alastair Rolfe,
the third victim, was forced out of
Caldicott after his abuse of pupils
came to light. He went on to teach
for a further 21 years, until he was
tracked down in 2001. Carson
pleaded guilty to multiple charges,
some of which now carry a maxi-
mum sentence of life. He was jailed
for two years, and served 12
months.

Mark Payge’s abuser was never
charged.

Figures from the NSPCC show
that three in 20 children in Britain
experience sexual abuse. And boys'
preparatory schools, the documen-
tary suggests, are a haven for
p:_a*gdophiles. Unlike state schools,

private schools were until recently
under no obligation to report staff
who abused pupils. As a result,
few did: potential damage to the
school’s reputation was considered
irrepatable.

"If you’te a pacdophile, why
wouldn't you go and work at a prep
school?” said Mr Rolfe. “It's the ob-
vious place.”

But a spokeswoman from the In-

Tom Perry (centre) aran 1-year-old at Caldicott boys' preparatory school (top right) where be suffered abuse.

dependent Schools Council insists
that this is not the case. “Indepen-
dent schools arc no different in
this respect to maintained schools,”
she said, “Schools are subject to rig-
orous child-welfare legislation, reg-
ulation and inspection, which is
entirely right and proper. ‘The in-
terests of the child are at the heart
of an independent education.”

To accompany the programme,

Channel 4 has produced four ques-
tions which parents should pose to
independent-school heads. One is
about the school’s child-protection
policy, another on the training staff
receive it chlld protection.

Such measures, the programme-
makers hope, will prevent future
generations from having to live
with the legacy of abuse that has
haunted the three men.
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“Keep busy, keep busy,” Mr Perry
tells the camera. “If you’re busy, you
have less time to think. But there’s
an emotjonal tsunami behind
you... if it catches up with you,
you know you're going to be
in trouble.”

@ Chosen’ will be screened on Mored at
10pm on Tuesday.
wwwchosen.org.uk

The awful sound of a child’s spirit being broken

Adi Bloom
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There ate some moments that you
know will stay with you for the
test of your life. The moment that
Alastair Rolfe pauses is one of
thosc. Speaking on the Channel 4
documentary Chosen, about the
teacher who repeatedly abused
him when he was 11-years-old, Mr
Rolfe says: “He said to me, ‘this
might be painful.”

Then the pause, before he

speaks again: “And it was.”

That pause is the sound of a
child’s spirit being broken. In that
moment’s silence, an adulthood
splinters into pieces.

Watching the documentary, I
felt physically sick.

The most disturbing part of the
programme is the success of the
grooming process. These boys felt
complicit in what was happening
to them. They, not their abusers,
were the ones who felt guilty.

They even enjoyed it, to a
degree. Mark Payge, one of the
other Chosen interviewees, says:

“The most horrible thing about it
is that that authority that was so
abusive had an undercurrent of
sexual pleasure.”

Above all, these were boys who
wanted to please their teacher.
They wanted to do what the
teacher told them. And therefore
they kept silent.

And that — their childish desire
for adult approval — is disturbingly
familiar.

There was nothing about these
boys that marked them out as
victims. Their cagerness to please
is instantly recognisable in any

number of modern, well-adjusted
11-year-olds.

I certainly recognise it — I was
the kind of excessively
conscientious pupil who always
did what the teacher said.

So the question begged by the
documentary is unavoidable: what
would you have done if it were
you? If a teacher called you into
his study and started to touch you?

Accosted by a paedophile
teacher, most of us would have
been quietly submissive victims,
too. And that knowledge is deeply
unsettling.




